
Question 1 Response 1 Question 2 Response 2

Are the 4th‑grade and 5th‑grade 
tests different in difficulty or 
length?

Length will be roughly the same - 
all tests will be very long and 
students are not expected to 
finish.  
5th grade will be slightly more 
challenging (maybe fewer hints) 
but generally comparable. 
4th and 5th grade tests will be 
different 

Will the questions specify 
what cipher they are encoded 
with? I guess many are 
obvious, just curious if each 
question will be clearly labeled 
or not.

Yes

Can you say about how many of 
each cipher type to expect on 
the test?

no 

Can you give any ideas on the 
points values for questions? 
Are they like 100-300? 100-
500? 100-1000?

40-300 on last year's test; 
this year could differ slightly

Tie breakers - scenarios 3: if 
team B attempted only 1 letter 
(correct) and team A didn't 
attempt anything. Would team B 
win?

yes

What range of score do you 
assign for each  type of cipher. 
Aristo is around 250 and others? 

Range will depend on difficulty 
How many questions were in 
last years test for 5th grade? 
Would it be 15+?

The intention is that 
students will not finish

How different will the 4th grader 
to 5th grader test be? More 
questions / complicated 
questions? 

Length will be roughly the same - 
all tests will be very long and 
students are not expected to 
finish.  
5th grade will be slightly more 
challenging (maybe fewer hints) 
but generally comparable. 
4th and 5th grade tests will be 
different 

The regional tests from other 
regions have about 16 
questions.  How many 
questions should we be 
targeting to get through during 
practice sessions

Slowly ramp up the number of 
questions in practice. Dependent 
on cipher and kids. More ciphers 
can be created and can be taken 
home for practice

How would you suggest we 
separate out words with tap 
code or vigenere.  Would a 
hyphen to separate words be 
adequate

Slash or gap is good. 
Please be legible. 

Would it be single side print or 
back to back Single-sided


