
● We want to know who is here! Please introduce 
yourself in the chat: Name. School. 

● Please mute your microphone to reduce 
background noise.

● We will leave time for Q & A. Please submit 
your questions via the Google form that will be 
shared in the chat. 

● This presentation, along with the questions and 
answers, will be posted on the WESO website.

Before we begin:



Feathered Friends
Coaches’ Meeting



⦿ Students will learn about birds and show off what they’ve learned

⦿ Difficulty:

~70% questions most kids will know
~20% medium level questions
~10% harder questions to determine placement

⦿ Pick up a hobby!
Students learn what it’s like to be a birder “in the field”

⦿ Get outside!

Goals of Feathered Friends:



General Ornithology:
What makes an animal a bird?



BIRDS Lay EGGS WITH HARD SHELLS



Sponge-like, 
hollow bones

Mammal bone

Birds EVOLVED for FLIGHT



Feathers are a unique Feature of birds



Birds have beaks and Bills



§ used to get food 
§ drink water
§ tear or break food
§ gather nesting 

material 
§ preen
§ feed babies and 

protect them from 
enemies.

A Beak is a tool



⦿Also a tool!

⦿Used to walk, 
stand, hop, perch, 
carry things, grab 
prey, swim, wade, 
and dig.

Birds have two Feet:



Birds Are DinoSaurs!

Deinonychus 



How are Birds AND REPTILES DIFFERENT?

Birds:
All lay eggs
Take care of babies
Maintain body temperature
Feathers
Wings

Reptiles:
Most lay eggs
Do not care take care of babies
Body is same temperature as surroundings 
Have scales



We Use our senses to make observations about birds

We can submit the observations to Sceintists



You can SEE SHAPES



Shape:
Sizes, outlines, posture!

Look at proportions!

You can SEE SHAPES



You can SEE SHAPES



Do you see any color in 
addition to black?

You can SEE COLORS



Shading con’t 
Eye lines, wing bars, rump patches?

You can SEE COLORS



Shading con’t
Where are the dark spots verses light 
spots? 

You can SEE COLORS



Body Parts are often part of names



HELPS TO KNOW THE LINGO



Think about major, relative (not precise) differences!
Sizes (weights and wingspans) are in guides!

We can see SIZE!



Wetlands Grasslands Forests
Think about Where you ARE



Should be able to read a 
migration map for Michigan birds 
(but not other geography)

Maps will be colorblind friendly

Migration affects the birds we can see







We Use our senses to make observations about birds

We can submit the observations to Sceintists



We Hear BIRD SOUNDS ALL THE TIME!!!



Some are name callers:
Jay
Jay
Jay

We Hear BIRD SOUNDS ALL THE TIME!!!



Chickadee  dee dee

We Hear BIRD SOUNDS ALL THE TIME!!!

Some are name callers:



BiRDS Of The FOREST: CHICKADEES and FRIENDS

Black-capped Chickadee Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch



BiRDS Of The FOREST: WOODPECKERS

Downy Woodpecker (small)
and

Hairy Woodpecker  (large)

Red-bellied
Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker



BiRDS Of The FOREST: OWLS

Great Horned Owl
Eastern Screech-owl

(Gray and red)

Barred Owl



BiRDS Of The Grasslands

Eastern 
Meadowlark

Bobolink Field (top) &
Grasshopper (bottom) 

Sparrows
Ring-Necked Pheasant

Northern Harrier



Birds of the YEAR: 2026
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Common Bird List:



(this is AI slop)(this is actually pretty good AI)

Grade 2 Grade 3



(this is pretty good AI, too)

Grade 4



BLACKBIRDS 
(Icteridae)



Warblers



Sparrows (little brown birds)

“Old World”



Rules and Regulations:



Rules and Regulations:







Questions after tonight?

WESO Discord Server

● Every WESO event has its own channel

● Join the WESO server to submit your questions in the event chat

● Event supervisors or WESO board members will monitor the 

discussion and answer questions

● Event coaches can use the chat to exchange coaching ideas 
● Go to wesoscience.org/events/ for details on how to join the WESO 

server and guidelines for its use

https://wesoscience.org/events/


QUESTIONS NOW?

● Please submit your questions now using the Google form that 

was shared with you in the chat.

● We will answer live and post all questions and written answers 

to the website following the meeting.


